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Rotavirus vaccine expansion: Jharkhand introduces Rotavirus
vaccine in the Universal Immunization Programme

On 7th April 2018, Jharkhand became the tenth
state to introduce Rotavirus vaccine (RVV) in the
Universal Immunization Programme (UIP). The
Honourable Chief Minister of Jharkhand formally
launched the vaccine by administering the first
dose to a 6 week old infant. With the introduction
in Jharkhand, an estimated 34 percent of India’s
birth cohort is covered by RVV.
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Message of
Principal Secretary - Health

F am delighted to buow that
thia iddwe of “Kta Galk
macnly foeaded on the lacuch P8
of Stavirws  vaccine in
oHarkhand. (A4 we are all
aware, Sotavired diarrhoea
o @ major contrcbutor of C
the deaths due tv diciiheal
dideade i childien. CAvailable evidenced confiran
that: Kitavirud vaccine id gffective at preventing the
#eodt: devete and (fe-titeatenitg caded of totaviid
dearrhea. harkhand, with SEMNR of 27
already atead of CHational SR (34) and
with the introdection of St CYérad Claccine, we can
expect: furtter veduction in SN

e lawuch of Soravitud vaccine i Jharhand on 7
CAprit 2015 by the Flonowrable Chicf Mincater ca
asreasot smiledtone i theeffotd to tedice the andet-five
mortality. Ye vaccine had beew introduced undek the
CUhiveraal Smmanization S Pvogramme (CUSEP)
and (4 being provided free of codt at-all immaunization
dited actedd the dtate. Ghe implementation id being
monitored at: the highedt: level. cASS along with alt
the dtate i tHhid cuthodection.
Ms Nidhi Khare, IAS
Principal Secretary-Health
Govt. of Jharkhand

Rotavirus vaccine introduction:
Jharkhand
Training

Operational guidelines, frequently asked questions
(FAQs) and leaflets were developed especially for
this new type of RVV. These materials were printed

and distributed to program managers, medical
officers, cold chain handlers, health workers and
mobilizers. Training video on the steps of vaccine
administration was developed for the health
workers.

Vaccine

A new type of RVV, licensed for use by the Drug
Controller General of India, being administered to
an infant. It is an oral, freeze dried vaccine which
has to be reconstituted with a dilvent before
administration.

Message of MD - NHM
Sre cnthodeetion of

Fortavirud vaceine (SEYY)

e Jharkhand will go a long n

way o Cingeng  dowee the -

morrality due to Khtavitud ' .
Diarthea the coverage of the

theree doded - FEVCY Showld be

erduted. %Wmfgd/wm.ﬁemmmq‘t/w
benefirs of REVCY.

Ghe capacity bailding of the health dyatem. fhad been
dowe to endieto a dimooth ntrodection of the wew vaceive.
Ghe VY hag bean ducceadtully incotpotated in
the cmmenization dchedeule wnder the (USSR in
oharkhand. &F appreciate the dupport extended
by the development: partuerd libe cASS. JUAO,

Shri Kripa Nand Jha
IAS, MD (NHM)
Government of Jharkhand



Message of Director in Chief
177 Qﬁm@ re nliodce ad :
oral lyphidized lyphilized @
Gortairus  vaccine  dince M -3
CAonet 2015, Sack vaccine
vial ¢4 depplied  with a |
deletentt, ane adaoiet. and o
G ml oval syringes. Ghese
fave to lo bandled together while dupplying the
vaccine to the deddion dited \Sv far, the (Health staft
cmplemented the vaccine (ulioduction overcomng e
challenged.

Dr Sumant Mishra
Director in Chief, Health Services
Government of Jharkhand

Cold chain and vaccine logistic
management

The RVV vaccine vial is delivered to the session site
along with the diluent vial, adapter and two 6 ml-
oral syringes following the “bundled approach”.
The vaccine is stored at +2 to +8 degree Celsius at
every level of the supply chain.

Each dose of RVV with its diluent occupies 21.2. cm3
of cold chain space. A comprehensive cold chain
space assessment was done and wherever required
space augmentation was done.

Special initiative

A one day workshop for all state, divisional and
district cold chain handlers was organised to
sensitize them on the guidelines for the vaccine
and logistic distribution.
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AEFI preparedness

The state and district AEFI committee meetings
were conducted before the launch. This facilitated
the sensitization of key stakeholders and also
contributed to the improvement in the system
preparedness for surveillance and management of
AEFlIs.

Communication

Communication plans were developed for
improving community awareness and also to
sensitize key stakeholders before the vaccine
launch. Posters, banners, leaflets and info kits were
developed. There was extensive coverage of the
RVV introduction in the print and electronic media.
Social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook
and WhatsApp were also extensively used for
information sharing.




»> Stories from the Field

Mohit Singh has been working as the state
vaccine logistic manager for the last 5 years. He
is responsible for handling the distribution of
vaccine and logistics for all vaccines under the
UIP. He carries a huge responsibility of ensuring
that vaccines and logistics are available at every
session site in Jharkhand every week.
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When I first got the letter from MoHFW
that a new type of RVV will be supplied for
introduction in Jharkhand, | was initially
anxious about the availability of additional
cold chain space and also the challenge
of ensuring that the diluent along with
the required logistics namely oral syringe
and adapter are available at all sessions.
However, the extensive training and technical
support from the state program managers
enabled me to overcome all apprehensions
and ensure that the supply chain is
streamlined for ensuring 100% vaccine
availability
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In training- the ‘station approach’

To make the trainings more interactive and
for better outputs, the ‘station approach’ was
adopted. In this, the participants were divided
into small groups and were moved from one
station to another to cover the key topics on RVV
introduction

Job aids: In supply chain
management

To support the cold chain handler and the ANM
in managing the complexities of the supply
chain and ensuring that the ‘bundled approach’
is followed in vaccine distribution, posters and
stickers were developed.
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Message of SEPIO

Gre detcceddful introduction of Ttavitad vaccine in Jharkland wad poddible duwe to a
deasnledd pativetdfup betieat all dtakefiolderd. ﬁ-m%ua’mm feelped. the dtate te elook
the cnmcenizatalon activited and weceddaty action had beew taken Lo fulther dtiengthern the

CHERLCHETATLON flealtt depdtened..

San thankiil to tée cASF team  for thect continued tectutical addidtace iu the tmplestentation
of the SNV en Hhearktand. Gl coverage is gradually increading and we ate tatgeting that
every child i the dtate get the doded of REVCY along with the ottet. co adminidtered vaccined.

Dr Bina Sinha
Dy. Director cum SEPIO
Govt. of Jharkhand

Picture Story : Vaccine Introduction
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Rotavirus vaccine coverage
dashboard

imazial Praciesh
Harpars
s
B 00
S0-80 %
Fami Mt - <50%
Doses Coverage 2017-18
(in million)
RVV 1 Dose 4.02
RVV 2" Dose 4.65
RVV 3" Dose 4.41
Total 14.08

Mind Power Games

Rearrange the letters in the four-word jumbles,
one letter in each square to make four meaningful
words.

ACVCENI C O
zrEERE | )

TREDAPA )

UNLTDEI C )

Now, rearrange the letters in the circle to form the
words to fill up the blanks in the below mentioned
statement

The Rotavirus vaccine is administered to ..............
in a 3-dose schedule at 6, 10 and 14 weeks

Answers:- Elﬁ =

Please scan the QR Code -

Source: HMIS data

Rota quick facts

v/ As of April 2018, 95 countries have
introduced and 22 countries are planning to
introduce RVV in their National Immunization
Programmes.

v/ Since the launch of RVV, till March 2018,
more than 1.5 crore doses of the vaccine have
been administered in India

v/ MoHFW hasdecided on furtherexpansion
of RVV to Uttar Pradesh to cover another 5.6
million birth cohort

For details, please contact:

Plot No. 5&6, Local Shopping Complex, Nelson Mandela Marg (Near Post Office), Vasant Kunj,
New Delhi-110070, India

[ & Editorial Board

é¢ b Pradeep Haldar, MoHFW

& Dr.MK Agarwal, MoHFW

& Dr.Arindam Ray, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
& Dr.SN Bagchi, JSI

4  Dr.Sheenu Chaudhary, MoHFW
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] JSI State Teams- Jharkhand and Tamil Nadu




